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Earning College Credit in High School 

 

Program Dual Credit with Vernon College (VC) or Midwestern State University (MSU) 

Description Courses are taken to receive both college credit and high school credit at the same time. 

Benefit 
Getting college credit in high school saves money and time. 

• Money – Dual credit courses cost less than a third of what typical college students pay. 
• Time – Getting basics out of the way can shave a semester or year of your time in college. 

Courses 
Academic classes in the four content areas, such as: 

English Composition, British Literature, US History, Government, Economics, 
College Algebra, Biology, and Anatomy & Physiology 

Cost 
Tuition costs are subsidized by the WFISD,  

so students typically pay only $125 per semester per 3-hour course.   
Scholarships are available for students with economic hardships. 

Credit In most cases, passing grades earn students 3 hours of college credit. 

Transferability Academic courses will transfer to any public Texas college or university  
when a student earns a grade of “C” or better. 

Getting in Students must be “TSI clear” by meeting score requirements on ACT, SAT, or  
Texas Success Initiative (TSI) Assessments in reading and writing and/or mathematics. 

Instructor/ 
Grading 

Grades are determined by college faculty (VC or MSU).   
Final grades are recorded on the HS transcript at the end of the semester. 

Format In most cases, courses are taken face-to-face, on the college campus. 
(In rare cases, with campus approval, Senior students can take courses online.) 

Transportation Students are encouraged to arrange their own reliable transportation to/from college. 
For students who attend MSU, a shuttle service is available. 

GPA 
(in High School) 

 
Starting with the class of 2021, all honors, dual, AP and IB courses are scored on a 5-point scale. 

Regular classes are scored on a 4-point scale. 
Class of 2021+ 95-100 90-94 85-89 80-84 77-79 75-76 

Advanced 5.0 4.5 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.5 
Regular 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.5 2.0 1.5 

  

GPA  
(in college) 

 
Grades from dual credit courses are also recorded on a student’s college transcript. 

For purposes of college grades, most institutions use a traditional unweighted GPA system, where 
90-100 = A (4 pts), 80-89 = B (3 pts), 70-79 = C (2 pts), etc. 

  
 

*For more detailed information regarding GPA and class rank, see WFISD policies EIC(LOCAL) and EIC(REGULATION). 
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Earning College Credit in High School  

Types Advanced Placement (AP) International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Diploma Program 

Articulated Technical Credit 
(ATC) (Community College) 

Description 

“Advanced Placement courses are 
college-level courses offered in 
high school. They can give your 

child a taste of what college is like 
and can help him or her stand out 

on college applications.” 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com  

“The IB Diploma Program (DP) is 
an academically challenging and 
balanced program of education… 

designed to address the 
intellectual, social, emotional and 
physical well-being of students.” 

http://www.ibo.org  

Students can receive community 
college credit for certain high 

school workforce courses, once 
they have enrolled in any 

community college in Texas, 
including Vernon College. 

Benefits 

Earning college credit saves time 
and money.  Also, the rigorous 

coursework prepares students for 
other academic challenges in 

college. 

Earning college credit saves time 
and money.  Also, the rigorous 

coursework prepares students for 
other academic challenges in 

college. 

Earning college credit while in high 
school saves time and money. 

Courses 
Academic classes in English, 
math, science, social studies, 

world languages, and fine arts. 

Academic classes in English, 
math, science, social studies, 

world languages, and fine arts. 

Courses must be a part of the 
ATC agreement from the state-

approved list. 

Exam Students take AP exams at the 
end of the school year (May) 

Students take IB exams at the end 
of the school year (May) --- 

Cost 
Students pay $40 for each AP 

exam (which is less than half the 
cost).  (WFISD pays for the rest.) 

WFISD pays for the cost of the IB 
exams; but each student pays $40 

toward the Diploma Program’s 
candidate fee.  

There is no additional cost to the 
student. 

Credit 
Students “pass” AP exams with 

scores of 3, 4, or 5  
(on a 5-point scale). 

Students “pass” IB exams with 
scores of 4, 5, 6, or 7  
(on a 7-point scale). 

Credit is “articulated” once the 
student completes certain 

requirements at the college. 

Transferability 

Acceptance of credit depends on 
the institution and the exam grade.  

Check with each college’s 
admissions office. 

Acceptance of credit depends on 
the institution and the exam grade, 

but extends to international 
schools.   

Also, students completing the full 
Diploma Program are guaranteed 
24 college credits at public Texas 

colleges. 

Credit is limited to specific 
courses, based on instructor 

requirements, as defined by ATC.  
Once credit is articulated, it 

becomes part of the student’s 
college transcript. 

Getting in 

Students must be “TSI clear” by 
meeting score requirements on 
ACT, SAT, or Texas Success 

Initiative Assessments (TSIA) in 
reading and writing and/or math. 

Students must be “TSI clear” by 
meeting score requirements on 
ACT, SAT, or Texas Success 

Initiative Assessments (TSIA) in 
reading and writing and/or math. 

HS workforce courses have open 
enrollment; however, prerequisite 
courses are required for advanced 

CTE classes. 

Instructor 

High school teachers of AP 
classes must meet certain training 
requirements, and must submit a 
syllabus to the College Board for 

approval. 

High school teachers of IB DP 
classes must meet certain training 

requirements, and must work 
within an IB school officially 

sanctioned by the IBO. 

For college credit to be awarded, 
the HS instructors must meet 

certain requirements, as defined 
by ATC. 

Grading 
(in High School) 

Students get traditional grades for 
each six-weeks period; but these 
grades have no effect on college 
credit (which is based entirely on 

the AP exam). 

Students get traditional grades for 
each six-weeks period; but these 
grades have no effect on college 
credit (which is based entirely on 

the IB exam). 

Students get traditional grades for 
each six-weeks period and 

semester. 

GPA  
(in High School) 

Only certain AP courses will count 
toward class rank GPA. 

A+ (95-100) = 5.0 
A− (90-94) = 4.5 
B+ (85-89) = 4.0 
B− (80-84) = 3.5 
C+ (77-79) = 3.0 
C− (75-76) = 2.5 

Only certain IB DP courses will 
count toward class rank GPA. 

A+ (95-100) = 5.0 
A− (90-94) = 4.5 
B+ (85-89) = 4.0 
B− (80-84) = 3.5 
C+ (77-79) = 3.0 
C− (75-76) = 2.5 

Technical courses and electives 
are considered “regular” courses, 
and count toward initial GPA only. 

A+ (95-100) = 4.0 
A− (90-94) = 3.5 
B+ (85-89) = 3.0 
B− (80-84) = 2.5 
C+ (77-79) = 2.0 
C− (75-76) = 1.5 

 
*For more detailed information regarding GPA and class rank, see WFISD policies EIC(LOCAL) and EIC(REGULATION). 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
http://www.ibo.org/

